
Welcome to our Digital Program

Thank you for making use of our new digital program book!
Please dim your phone brightness and silence your phone for

the duration of the performance.

Program

Please silence your device and dim your screen for the duration
of the performance to minimize distraction for those around

you.

FIRST HORIZON FOUNDATION EXTRAS SERIES
BIG BAND'S BEST!

February, 14, 2025 | 7:30 PM
Walker Theatre

Ismael Sandoval | conductor

Saxophone
Clint Schmitt, Alto 1
Jeff McIntosh, Alto 2
Alan Wyatt, Tenor 1

Maycee Spence, Tenor 2
Keith Guillot, Baritone

Trumpet
Tyler Jeager

Michael Casteel
Christian Pagnard, Principal

Michael Brown

Trombone
Roy Agee
Josh Scalf

Prentiss Hobbs, Principal
Kevin Dombrowski

Evan Clifton

Keyboard
Stephen Kummer

Percussion
Bob Mater

Double Bass
Dexter Bell

Video/audio recording of this concert is strictly prohibited.

Selections to be announced from the stage.

There will be one intermission.

Dancing is welcome in the designated area in front
of the stage on the main floor, in any space
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available without blocking exits or aisles, and just
outside the hall in the lobby. 

Doors to the theatre will remain open for the
duration of the event.

The 24-25 CSO Extras Series is sponsored by the First
Horizon Foundation.

This performance is funded in part by:

Artist Biographies

Ismael Sandoval 

conductor 

Ismael Sandoval is a Mexican-American conductor based in
Chattanooga, TN. As a conductor, Ismael has directed several
ensembles across the East Coast, all invested in the pursuit of
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bringing people together in the beauty and power of music.
Ismael is currently the assistant conductor of the Chattanooga
Symphony & Opera (CSO), the conductor of the CSO Youth
Symphony, and music director at First Christian Church of
Chattanooga. 

Ismael is a collaborator and a bridge builder between various
organizations and his efforts span across many disciplines and
genres. In his efforts to give back to his community and
promote the profound impact that music can have on people,
Ismael frequently brings music to life in unorthodox
performance venues such as homeless shelters, assisted living
facilities, hospitals, parks, and anywhere else where music
might be needed. 

Ismael was the first Artistic Director/Conductor of the Women’s
Chorus, an ensemble in Boston that connects women
experiencing poverty and homelessness with the healing power
of music. In addition to his work with the Women’s Chorus, he
also served as the assistant conductor for both the Boston
Philharmonic Orchestra and Eureka Ensemble. Ismael was
also the conducting fellow with the Allentown Symphony
Orchestra with Diane Wittry for the ‘17-’18 season. In 2017,
Ismael won the College Orchestra Directors Association
National Conference Conducting Competition and Workshop. 

As a champion of new music, Ismael frequently premieres
works by composers from all around the country in several
different styles and genres. Ismael also believes in expanding
the traditional canon of repertoire to include more
representation from diverse composers of all walks of life and
has programmed unique concerts that tastefully balance pieces
from the classical canon with these new and exciting works.

Ismael is quite passionate about opera and has served as
music director for several productions with various companies
in Boston. Ismael’s work as an arranger and orchestrator were
showcased in the 2019 season with a highly acclaimed
arrangement and interpretation of Bellini’s La Sonnambula
(Promenade Opera Project). Ismael also ventured into the
digital music making medium during the COVID-19 lockdown
by music directing an online performance of Beethoven’s
Fidelio (Promenade Opera Project), as well as producing
several virtual choir projects.

Ismael has had recent engagements with  Corsara Artists
(Menotti’s The Medium), Commonwealth Lyric Theater Opera
(Bizet’s Carmen), the Boston Philharmonic, Eureka Ensemble,
MassOpera (Strauss’ Die Fledermaus), the Gwinnett
Symphony Orchestra (Lawrenceville, GA), the Saratoga
Orchestra of Whidbey Island (Langley, WA), the Medomak
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Festival Orchestra (Washington, ME), the College Orchestra
Directors Association National Conference Orchestra, the
Florida Keys Community Concert Band, the Berklee & Boston
Conservatory Recording Orchestra, and the Boston
Conservatory Composers' Recital Series. 

Ismael received his Masters of Music degree in Orchestral
Conducting from the Boston Conservatory at Berklee, under the
tutelage of Bruce Hangen, and received his B.M. in Music
Education and B.M. in Composition from the University of
Florida.

Musicians

Tonight's Musicians 

Saxophone
Clint Schmitt, Alto 1
Jeff McIntosh, Alto 2
Alan Wyatt, Tenor 1
Maycee Spence, Tenor 2
Keith Guillot, Baritone

Trumpet
Tyler Jeager
Michael Casteel
Christian Pagnard, Principal
Michael Brown

Trombone
Roy Agee
Josh Scalf
Prentiss Hobbs, Principal
Kevin Dombrowski
Evan Clifton

Keyboard
Stephen Kummer

Percussion
Bob Mater

Double Bass
Dexter Bell

CSO Contract Musicians 
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Violin 1
Joshua Holritz, Associate Concertmaster
Nicholas Naegele, Assistant Concertmaster
Nathan Banks
Caroline Drexler
Jeanne Johnson
David Katz
Calvin Lewis
Mark Reneau
Jasper Sewell

Violin 2
Sheri Peck, Principal Second Violin
Mary Benno
Emily Drexler
Nick Hoy
Rebecca James
Rachael McFarlane
Lee Smith
Jennifer Whittle

Viola
Metiney Suwanawongse, Principal
Katelyn Hoag
Cristina Micci-Barreca
Casie Runkle
Susan Saliny
Gabriel Schlaffer

Cello
Eric Reed, Principal
Spencer Brewer
Annie Camp
Micah Donar
Suzanne Sims
Paul Vest

Double Bass
Taylor Brown, Principal
Dexter Bell
Kaleb Collins
Jonathan McWilliams

Flute
Kristen Holritz, Principal
Lisa Meyerhofer (Leave of Absence)
Amelia Dicks, Principal Piccolo

Oboe
Jessica Smithorn, Principal
Teresa Spilko
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Carey Shinbaum, English Horn

Clarinet
Robert West, Principal (Leave of Absence)
Emily Bowland
Joseph Miller, Bass Clarinet

Bassoon
Eric Anderson, Principal
Shelby Jones
G. Eddie McCrary, Contrabassoon

Horn
Gordon James, Principal
Angela DeBoer
Matthew Meadows
Joseph Demko (Leave of Absence)
Mackenzie Newell

Trumpet
Christian Pagnard, Principal
Michael Brown

Trombone
Prentiss Hobbs, Principal
Kevin Dombrowski
Christopher Brown (Leave of Absence)
Evan Clifton

Tuba
Neil Konouchi, Principal

Timpani
Alex Wadner, Principal

Percussion
Matthew West, Principal

Harp
Caroline Brown Hudson, Principal

Keyboard
Alan Nichols, Principal

Donate
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Just as every musician has a role in a
symphony orchestra, every donor

plays a part.
Invest in your community by donating

to the CSO today!

DONATE
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https://chattanoogasymphony.org/donate/
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